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Letter from the CEO
Dear friends,

It has been quite a horrible April for us in India and many other countries who are facing their
second wave. I wrote a similar letter last year and didn’t expect to be feeling the same way a year
later. 

The second wave of COVID 19 has been relentless with news of not just death and illness, but
immense suffering and complete overburdening of the existing healthcare system.  We at Safetipin
were not spared and we shut our office on April 15th and the following few weeks saw many of us
and our families falling ill and coping with this illness.  We thank all our partners for being
understanding and standing by us during this time. We are slowly getting back to work.

While we are currently dealing with the immediate impact of COVID 19, the long-term impacts
loom in the horizon and governments and other international bodies will need to work doubly hard
to achieve the SDG goals. Along with political will, adequate resources need to be allocated to
ensure that this downhill trajectory for women’s rights that has been heightened by the pandemic is
addressed. Further, it will be important for all of us, including civil society organisations, to play a
role. 

Many of us are facing a seesaw of emotion moving between despair and anger, frustration,
helplessness, fear and sadness. Around the world, some countries are slowly recovering and there
is hope with the many vaccines reaching more people. But even a word like “new normal”, which
we were using last year easily, seems very glib this year.  

Last year, the term #ShadowPandemic of domestic violence against women increased
exponentially around the world. In response, Safetipin added a feature to the app on finding
resources for VAW in India. Now we are upgrading this with an exhaustive list for women and
children in Delhi. We have collaborated with women’s organisations across the country to update
this list. Safetipin has also contributed to help communities in this extremely challenging period.

For each and every partner and friend of Safetipin – I know that you are dealing with your own
challenges in this period and we send you strength and solidarity. Maybe we will all learn
something in this period that can help in creating a better and more just world.

Kalpana Viswanath 



Giving to a Cause

Aash - the Hope of Kashmir, is an initiative led by a young team who feel strongly for the less
fortunate children of Kashmir, residing in orphanages. The Kashmir Valley has seen a surge in the
number of orphans since the early 1990s when the militancy peaked. With most of the orphans
living in unregistered orphanages, the focus so far has been on improving the facilities for the
children. Aash is making efforts to develop their personalities, thus helping them to grow into
responsible citizens. 

Currently, for Covid relief, Aash is helping to set up Covid care centers in the Valley to provide
oxygen support and ICU beds. They have been distributing PPE kits to frontline workers, monthly
kits to households and free meals on the occasion of Eid.

Agrasar is a Social Impact Organisation working with disadvantaged communities in India. Their
mission is to enable equitable access to safe and enriching education for children, facilitating
gainful and progressive employment for migrant workers, and basic rights and services for their
families. They are based out of Gurgaon and have been working in Bhiwadi, Neemrana, Mathura,
Hyderabad and Secunderabad as well.

Currently, for Covid relief, they are sourcing and providing oxygen cylinders, oxygen flow meters,
and oxygen masks to patients in home-care settings. They are also distributing ten cotton fabric
masks and five N95 masks to a family, considering the average family size to be 5 and each
member would need 2 masks. Oximeter and Thermometer for families are distributed as well,
which will be used in clusters, each consisting of 10 families.

We understand that only through collective action and commitment to the safety and well-being of
everyone that we will reduce the spread of COVID-19. We will continue to provide timely updates
about our progress through our social media channels and newsletters.

As the pandemic caused by COVID-19, continues to unfold, we at Safetipin have been channelising
our efforts into putting together a Covid appropriate support plan. We have done this by
collaborating with our partners to ensure good health and safety measures for everyone, especially
vulnerable communities in need. Our ‘My Safetipin’ app will soon have useful information to help
people seeking assistance in these uncertain times.

Due to the rapidly changing nature of COVID-19, the lower income communities are facing acute
challenges in accessing medical care and retaining their livelihood. Numerous organisations are
working tirelessly on ground to provide them with PPE kits, oxygen cylinders, medicines, medical
consultations and dry rations. To extend our support on ground, particularly to women and children
from lower income communities, we have provided financial support to two such organisations -
Aash and Agrasar - who have been doing commendable work on Covid relief since the outbreak.  

Safetipin Covid Aid

See Aash website

See Agrasar website

https://m.facebook.com/AASH-The-Hope-of-Kashmir-293598410673794/
http://www.agrasar.org.in/
https://m.facebook.com/AASH-The-Hope-of-Kashmir-293598410673794/
http://www.agrasar.org.in/


Hemkunt Foundation

The Safetipin team has also donated to..

India Covid Resources

Mission Oxygen

GiveIndia

ThriftAid_in

https://hemkuntfoundation.com/donate-now/
https://donate.indiacovidresources.in/
https://www.ketto.org/fundraiser/mission-oxygen-helping-hospitals-to-save-lives
https://www.ketto.org/fundraiser/mission-oxygen-helping-hospitals-to-save-lives
https://www.giveindia.org/
https://www.giveindia.org/
https://www.instagram.com/thriftaid_in/
https://www.giveindia.org/

